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Two minor characters from the play "Hamlet" stumble around unaware of their scripted lives and unable to deviate from them. Original title: Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are DeadCast & crewUser reviewsTriviaIMDbProTwo minor characters from the play 'Hamlet' stumble around unaware of their scripted lives and unable to deviate from them.Two
minor characters from the play 'Hamlet' stumble around unaware of their scripted lives and unable to deviate from them.Two minor characters from the play 'Hamlet' stumble around unaware of their scripted lives and unable to deviate from them.139User reviews39Critic reviewsTake a look back at Gary Oldman's movie career in photos.See more
Gary According to family legend, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern were responsible for my mother's having failed her English Literature A-Level, for which "Hamlet" was a set text. Rather than read Shakespeare's original she prepared for the exam by watching Laurence Olivier's film version, which was playing at her local cinema, several times.
Unfortunately, she failed to realise that Olivier had used an abridged version of the text so was quite unable to answer a question about Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, who do not appear in the film.I mention this anecdote because Tom Stoppard's play "Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead" revolves around the idea of taking these two minor
characters, so minor that Olivier could afford to omit them altogether, and making them his protagonists. Another minor figure, the Player King, plays an important role, but some of Shakespeare's major characters, such as Hamlet himself, Gertrude, Claudius and Polonius, become minor ones in Stoppard's play. Stoppard's idea was to use Rosencrantz
and Guildenstern as examples of the "little men" of history, playing a minor role on the fringe of great events while failing to comprehend their significance, and thereby to raise questions about the nature of reality and of human existence.I saw Stoppard's play in the theatre during my university days and was enthralled by it. I loved his intellectual
daring, his brilliant wordplay and the way in which his protagonists are both comic figures and, at the same time, tragic ones. The plot parallels that of "Hamlet" itself, but with the action seen from a different viewpoint, and includes lengthy scenes in which Rosencrantz and Guildenstern speculate on what is going on around them or try to pass the
time (by, for example, playing Questions) while waiting for their brief moment in the spotlight. Trying to summarise the plot any further would probably be pointless; the play has been described as an "absurdist, existentialist tragicomedy" which is probably the best way of summing it up.I have never, however, been as enamoured with the film
adaptation as I am with the original play, even though Stoppard himself not only wrote the screenplay but also acted as director, his only experience of directing a film. As he said, "It just seemed that I'd be the only person who could treat the play with the necessary disrespect". I think that the reason lies in the differences between the theatrical and
cinematic media. (I am not alone in this; the critics Vincent Canby and Roger Ebert both criticised the film on this ground). The theatre is primarily a verbal rather than a visual medium, and this is particularly true of the modern theatre which has for the most part dispensed with the elaborate sets and costumes which were so popular in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The cinema, by contrast, started out as a purely visual medium, and although the coming of the "talkies" in the late twenties introduced a verbal element, the visual element is generally at least as important as the verbal.And Stoppard is an author who loves words. His play is full of puns, quibbles and wordgames, written in a language which has little in common with everyday spoken English. In the theatre, which is both more intimate and more stylised than the cinema, you can get away with this sort of thing; it becomes a sort of game between actors in audience. In the cinema, more realistic and more remote than the theatre, and even more so when
the film is seen at second-hand on television, it just tends to fall flat or to come across as mere sophomoric rhetoric, silly-cleverness for its own sake. This is a pity, because the acting is often quite good. Gary Oldman as Rosencrantz and Tim Roth as Guildenstern both try hard to overcome the difficulties caused by the cinematic medium; I don't think
they succeed, but they do enough to suggest they could have been very good in a stage production.The film rights to the play were originally bought by MGM in 1968, only a year after its first theatrical production. John Boorman was scheduled to direct, but in the end the project fell through. It has long been accepted in the cinema that there are
some novels, including literary classics, which are virtually unfilmable. This film indicates that there might also be such a thing as an unfilmable play. 5/10 A word of warning. I would not recommend the film to anyone not already familiar with "Hamlet". They would probably score it 0/10.JamesHitchcockOct 20, 2017See detailed box office info on
IMDbProSuggest an edit or add missing contentBy what name was Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead (1990) officially released in India in English?AnswerYou have no recently viewed pages Two minor characters from the play 'Hamlet' stumble around unaware of their scripted lives and unable to deviate from them. Skip to main content Rentals
include 30 days to start watching this video and 48 hours to finish once started.Included with Acorn TV on Amazon for £4.99/month after trial Gary OldmanSee profileTim RothSee profileRichard DreyfussSee profile417 global ratingsHow are ratings calculated?Top reviews from the United KingdomCall me AlReviewed in the United Kingdom on 24 July
2018“There’s something they’re not telling us”Verified purchaseWritten, directed and adapted from his own play, Tom Stoppard’s tour de force film is a mesmerizing verbose meditation on fate and the inevitability of death, where Mel Brooks meets Samuel Beckett within a Shakespearean setting, namely The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark. In
my opinion, to fully appreciate the exquisite quality of writing a more than cursory knowledge of the Bard’s play is needed since the masterful interweaving of Stoppard’s own script with the original source material is a delight to behold as we accompany two of the play’s peripheral characters stumbling unwittingly towards their ultimate nemesis. The
excellent performances from Gary Oldman and Tim Roth as the bewildered eponymous protagonists are nearly eclipsed by the exuberant turn by Richard Dreyfuss’s thespian scallywag, while sound support is provided by Ian Richardson, Donald Sumpter and especially Iain Glen (Game of Thrones’ Jorah Mormont) as the melancholy royal prince. The
interplay between Oldman and Roth is sublime, the level of humour alternating from Abbott and Costello slapstick to Oscar Wilde urbanity, my particular favourite sequence being the rapid-fire Questions competition on a badminton court. I have read a number of less than complementary reviews from some movie critics who regard this film as being
inferior to the theatrical version they have experienced. That is as may be. However, I would definitely recommend at least one viewing, and perhaps a purchase.10 people found this helpfulScaramouseReviewed in the United Kingdom on 20 March 2020The fabulous film of a play without peerVerified purchaseOh, Tom Stoppard, the great Tom, who
has brought such sparkle to the stage over 50 - yes, 50 - years. This was your first, and still one of your greatest plays. Ye Gods, you wrote it when you were under 30! It is a work of such thrilling, exquisite, joyful, youthful abandon - yet there is not a phrase in it that is not superbly wrought, not a word that is not dovetailed and joined to the structure,
which is sound (in every sense). If you adore Hamlet the play, how can you not luxuriate in the only successful work ever written that takes its cue from Shakespeare's masterpiece, while opening up new vistas within it, new pathways of drollery and irony. Simply stunning.3 people found this helpfulJudithReviewed in the United Kingdom on 26
October 2017the play's the thing to catch the conscience of the kingVerified purchasea view of the Hamlet story as seen by two bit part players. Shakespeare's play has very little sympathy for R & G. They are made the butt of Hamlet's scorn, they are two 'grubby little opportunists' out to curry favour with the court. Stoppard gives them a human
face, they are out of favour with the court (hence they had to be sent for), and being so, have no idea as to the politics and intrigue that rage at a time of succession. Stoppard allows us to feel some sympathy for their naiveté. Though, unlike Shakespeare, Stoppard does make them in the end real accomplices in the, albeit failed, political assassination,
so that their ultimate fate seems more 'deserved'. If you don't know the Shakespeare play, try read it first. Brilliant performances from all, particularly Richard Dreyfuss. And Stoppard has some fun with the play with in the play, the mousetrap as Hamlet puns, at one stage it is depicted with puppets.2 people found this helpfulThe bookloving
NormanReviewed in the United Kingdom on 29 May 2010surrealistic bardVerified purchase"Rosencranz and Guilderstern are dead" is the film Tom Stoppard made from his own post modernist version of Hamlet - one where two minor characters (so minor that many directors just erase them) get the centre of the stage, and don't know what to do
once there. The text pokes fun at more than one thing: at classical drama, at absurdist plays (R and G are a bit like de-lux Vladimir and Extragon in "Waiting for Godot"), at modern philosophy. In the film version, you have the extra bonus of Gary Oldman (before Dracula) and Tim Roth as the protagonists, two men who are so thick they don't even
recognize their own death when they see it on stage in the "play within the play", which is, by the way, the best scene in the film, giving you a kind of vertigo. And let us not forget Richard Dreyfuss as the travelling actor - brilliant. To sum up,the play is very good, the film version very funny - that is, unless you are allergic to "po-mo" and its games. As
for the dvd ("korean import all regions"), the only subtitles are in Dutch, and sometimes they are invisible, black print on black screen. But I had been waiting to get the film in dvd for ages, so that's fine anyway.3 people found this helpfulAmazon CustomerReviewed in the United Kingdom on 08 November 2017BrilliantVerified purchase4 people found
this helpfulAndy MillwardReviewed in the United Kingdom on 28 February 2011A deceit too far?Verified purchaseRosencrantz And Guidernstern Are Dead, the movie, is everything you would expect from Tom Stoppard, writer and director: dazzling in its wit, knowing in its cleverness, acted with verve and sharper than a box of knives. For any
unsuspecting viewer who is not highly familiar with Hamlet, you will miss much in the rampaging dialogue and glimpsed scenes from the play, viewed from the ignorant angle of our two protagonists (heroes seems the wrong word, given that they are in Shakespeare and Stoppard versions two dimensional and missing any form of back story). Perhaps
as a movie RAGAD ends up chasing its own tail for slightly too long - a deceit too far, maybe? Certainly too stagey, despite being opened out so R and G can explore in full the palace at Elsinore, and its surrounding landscapes too.As a DVD it lacks a lot, with no extras and even subtitles only in Dutch (this being a Dutch import.) A shame - deserved
rather more than that.2 people found this helpfulCCRReviewed in the United Kingdom on 21 May 2016Blast from the pastVerified purchasetravelreaderReviewed in the United Kingdom on 24 August 2021Loved this filmVerified purchaseSee all reviews
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